






































































































































































































 

Growth Management | Environmental Division 
4040 Lewis Speedway, St. Augustine, FL 32084 

904.209.0621  |  sjcfl.us 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
Applicant: Paul Weaver 
Owner: Kelly Drive Holdings LLC 
Address: 99 Kelley Lane, Moultrie, St. Johns County, Florida 32086 
Parcel Number: 184330-0000  
 
Subject:  Staff Review and Recommendation of Eligibility on the National Register of Historic Places 

Nomination for The Henry S. O’Brien Estate located at 99 Kelley Lane in Moultrie, St. Johns 
County, Florida.  

 
Dear Dr. Kyra N. Lucas,  
 
St. Johns County received the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) application for the structure 
referred to as The O’Brien Estate, located in the Moultrie area in southeastern St. Johns County. While the St. 
Johns County Cultural Resource Review Board (CRRB) will not meet until after the proposal will be heard by 
the National Register Review Board on August 8, 2024 (next scheduled CRRB meeting is August 12th, 2024), 
County staff found it important as a Certified Local Government to provide a response prior to said meeting.  
 
Upon review of the NRHP application and photo documentation of the property and structure provided, along 
with the Florida Master Site File and other archived information that has been gathered at the County level 
for this property, it has been determined that the O’Brien Estate meets the requirements of St. Johns County 
Land Development Code Section 3.01.04.C for a Significant Cultural Resource. As evidenced in the 
application, the structure has retained a high level of integrity in all seven categories – Location, Design, 
Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and Association. In addition, not only is the structure a rare and 
distinctive, high-quality example of a Late Victorian Queen Anne-Eastlake style design constructed of poured 
concrete in the United States, the property is proven to be a unique representation of a Flagler Era (1885-1913) 
residence and vacation destination in the Moultrie area in St. Johns County, Florida. 
 
The requirements St. Johns County utilizes to determine Significant Cultural Resources were directly derived 
from the eligibility criteria for National Register of Historic Places, established by the National Historic 
Preservation Act, as amended. Therefore, the structure referred to as the Henry S. O’Brien Estate appears 
eligible for National Register of Historic Places designation and County staff looks forward to the August 8th, 
2024 meeting of the National Register Review Board when the property will be evaluated.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Ryan Mauch 
Environmental Supervisor 



O’Brien Estate Staff Significance Evaluation 

St. Johns County Land Development Code Section 3.01.04.C: 

A Cultural Resource must be fifty (50) years old or older (Yes, 1885), and it must meet at least three (3) 
of these seven (7) recognized qualities of Integrity:  

- Location: Yes, the structure remains in the same location as it was constructed.  

- Design: Yes, the original elements of the Late Victorian Queen Anne – Eastlake design remain 
for the structure.  Some elements have been carefully renovated, yet the historic design has 
been retained. The O’Brien Estate predates two other examples of this design style in St. 
Augustine: Thompson Hall at 9 Carrera Street in the Model Land Company Subdivision and the 
Xavier Lopez House located at 93½ King Street. The O’Brien Estate has the distinction of having 
poured concrete, which is uncommon in Queen Anne structures and which neither of the two 
aforementioned structures have.     

- Setting: Yes, the 12-ac site is on a peninsula bordered on three sides by the Matanzas River on 
the east, Moultrie Creek and its tributaries on the north and west and Kelley Lane and St. 
Augustine Shores subdivision on the south and remains undeveloped. The site is geographically 
distinct with an open setting since 1809. It has been cleared and cultivated since 1809. It was 
also farmed for oranges and vegetable crops in the early twentieth century. It is also likely the 
location of a former c1737 Franciscan Mission and Second Spanish Period (1787-1821) land 
grant to Matias Pons. Historically the property was accessed by the Matanzas River, colonial and 
territorial roads and in the twentieth century by Vaill Point Road. The property is associated with 
the settlement of Moultrie and coastal southeastern St. Johns County during the highly 
significant Flagler Era of development (1885-1913).  

- Materials: Yes, much of the original materials such as the poured concrete foundation and 
structural walls including scarring from the pour line and original concrete finish remain and are 
an important part of the detailing and craftsmanship of the building. The original foundation, 
walls and roof forms are intact. The exterior was carefully restored after 2000 with replacement 
of the galvanized metal roof, porch roof and rebuilding of the porch deck and roof. The original 
floor plan, heart pine flooring, plaster wall and ceiling finishes remain.  

- Workmanship: Yes, elements of the Queen Anne- Eastlake style such as the corner tower, 
 wrap around porch, belvedere and intricate wooden detailing remain. The original wood shingle 
 roof surfacing has been lost but current architectural shingles are a compatible replacement. 
 High quality wood detailing and carefully crafted poured concrete features, including horizontal 
 pour line are unaltered. Original doors and high-quality millwork consisting of baseboards, wall 
 and door trim have been preserved. 

- Feeling: Yes, due to the retention of the same look of the original grounds since 1809 and 
overall retention of the original construction of the structure, and despite some alterations, the 
property and structure still visually conveys the feeling of a Queen Anne Eastlake design in the 
original setting.   

- Association: Yes, despite the property being repurposed a few times, the estate portrays its 
 respective history and architecture accurately and is unchanged as a seasonal residence and 
 estate dating from the late nineteenth century.  

In addition to Integrity, the Cultural Resource must meet one or more of these criteria:  



a. Associated in a significant way with the life of a person of recognized importance. – Yes, 
Henry O’Brien embodied the wealthy northern seasonal residents who came to St. Augustine 
during the Flagler Era and was one of two major estates in the Moultrie area of southeastern 
St. Johns County.  

b. The site of an historic event with significant effect upon St. Johns County, the State of Florida, 
or the nation. – No; Although there was not a singular event associated with the structure, the 
area of Moultrie was a part of the colonial history of the area, played an important role during 
the Civil War era and provided agricultural products for St. Augustine during the Flagler Era.  

c. Exemplifies an historic, cultural, political, economic, or social trend of St. Johns County, the 
State of Florida, or the nation. – Yes; exemplifies the Late Victorian Queen Anne- Eastlake 
architectural design, exploration and settlement of the region, social history through the 
acquisition of the structure by Dixie Home of Aged, Infirm and Deaf. From 1931 to 1945, the 
structure housed the Dixie Home for the Aged and Infirmed Deaf, a deaf-owned, deaf-run and 
deaf-funded organization and the only one of its kind in the Southern United States. 

d. Embodies distinguishing characteristics of an architectural style, period or method of 
Construction. – Yes; Late Victorian Queen Anne- Eastlake with coquina concrete foundation 
and walls, shingle roof and decorative wood and ginger breading. The structure is also an 
excellent example of the style and one of the earliest in St. Johns County, with its conical 
tower, belvedere, encircling porch, with projecting corner bay, Eastlake detailing and massive 
chimneys with corbelling. Its poured coquina concrete construction is an unusual material 
associated with a Queen Anne style residence and a further part of its significance as it is a 
rare, documented example of a Queen Anne Style building constructed of concrete in the 
United States. Moreover, the structure is the second oldest poured concrete building in 
Florida only after Villa Zorayda and pre-dates the National Historic Landmark Ponce de Leon 
Hotel. 

e. Is the work of an architect or builder whose work has significantly influenced the 
development of St. Johns County, the State of Florida, or the nation. – No; the architect/builder 
is unknown. 

f. Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship of outstanding quality or 
represents a significant innovation or adaptation to the Florida environment. – Yes; the Late 
Victorian Queen Anne- Eastlake design retains interior and exterior integrity for its design, 
materials and craftsmanship of outstanding quality. Many original and decorative design 
patterns have been retained throughout the construction design. 

g. Has value as a Building that is recognized for the quality of its architecture and that retains 
sufficient features showing its architectural significance. – Yes; the late Victorian Queen Anne- 
Eastlake design is unique.  

h. Has yielded, or is likely to yield, archaeological information or artifacts important in prehistory 
or history. – Yes, the site is likely the location of the Purisima Concepcion de Casapullas 
Franciscan Mission (c.1737) and the improved portion of a Second Spanish Period (1784-1821) 
land grant to Matias Pons. A 1937 USGS map depicts a large pre-historic Native American 
Mound on the south side of the property. 

i. Is a geographically definable area or neighborhood united by culture, architectural styles or 
physical development, which has historic or cultural significance in the community. – Yes, The 



O’Brien House has been identified as a prominent residence from the Flagler Era of 
development period in the Moultrie area of southeastern St. Johns County, outside of St. 
Augustine (1885-1913). Moultrie has a history extending back to the colonial period of Florida 
history. 

The O’Brien House; Dixie Home for the Aged, Infirm and Deaf; Johnson’s Point (FMSF SJ02931) structure 
located at 99 Kelley Lane meets the criteria of 3.01.04.C and are a Significant Cultural Resource as 
defined by the St. Johns County Land Development Code.  

These criteria are also listed as the criteria for St. Johns County Landmark in section 3.01.03.C of the 
LDC.  
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