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Section 11 
Beach Driving at Summer Haven 

 
Purpose 
 
Summer Haven is a unique and extremely narrow sliver of sandy beach situated between the 
Atlantic ocean and the Intracoastal waterway with approximately 23 houses located westerly of 
the Old A1A right-of-way. It is a very dynamic beach resulting in one of the most critically 
eroded beaches in St. Johns County, exhibiting recurring wash over zones and repeated inlet 
formation. Approximately four homeowners use a way-of-necessity trail behind a minimal fore 
dune to access their homes.  The demarcation between this trail and the beach proper is ill-
defined and vehicles frequently drive on the beach.   
 
Relevant ITP Condition - G.2.n. 
 
n. Management of Beach Driving at Summer Haven. “The Permittee shall continue to 

maintain and manage a locked gate barricade along old U.S. A1A immediately south of the 
terminus of the existing rock revetment along the Atlantic Ocean coastline in the town of 
Summer Haven.  Ingress and egress through such barricade shall only be authorized for 
owners and/or residents of homes along old U.S. A1A.”  

  
Per Chapter 7.3.4 of the HCP, Measures to Mitigate Unavoidable Impacts, Restoring the primary 
dune along Summer Haven.  The County periodically restores the fore dune along Summer 
Haven to preserve and enhance the nesting habitat along Summer Haven for both nesting sea 
turtles and least terns.   

 
HCP Performance During 2010 
 
Implementation: On Wednesday, October 10th, 2008, during an extreme high tide and storm 
event, a complete breach in the dune system occurred on the northern end of Summer Haven 
forming a new inlet (Object 9). This breach prevented homeowners from accessing their homes 
from the northern end of old A1A forcing homeowners to access their homes from the south 
using a trail that runs parallel to the beach on the western side of the small fore dune.  The breach 
has since filled in with sand (Object 10) and is now mostly dry with pioneering vegetation and 
several different types of animals including gopher tortoise and least terns utilizing the area. On 
May 28th, FWC staff contacted the County to report that a small least tern colony and two pairs 
of Wilson’s plovers had been observed in the dry barren sand where the old Summer Haven river 
once flowed during high and low tides.  County staff responded by marking the area with posts, 
flagging, and signage. FWC documented over 100 nests and determined the site to be a 
successful nesting site with multiple chicks becoming flight capable.  The colony had all but 
diminished just after the July 4th holiday and the postings were removed in early August.    
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Object 9. New Summer Haven Inlet 
 

 
 

View of new Summer Haven inlet from A1A facing east towards Atlantic Ocean. 
Photo taken at high tide October 2008.  

 
Object 10. Ariel view of new Summer Haven Inlet 
 

 
 

View of Summer Haven taken from helicopter February 2011 
 
Assessment: No impact from vehicles on sea turtle nests were reported by sea turtle patrol.  No 
citations or infractions were reported during the 2010 sea turtle nesting season associated with 
restricted driving on Summer Haven beach.  
 
Because of a historically existing roadway, old A1A, there are multiple items that were found on 
the beach including rebar, wires, telephone poles, and water line.  In addition, there were 
approximately thirty geotubes that were placed along several parcels on Summer Haven in 1999 
in an attempt to prevent erosion. These items all have the potential to impact a sea turtle 
attempting to nest and may cause entrapment of hatchlings that are emerging from their nests. 

ST. JOHNS COUNTY HCP  51 



2010 ANNUAL REPORT  SUMMER HAVEN 

ST. JOHNS COUNTY HCP  52 

Documentation that the debris has been encountered by nesting turtles has been received from 
sea turtle patrol volunteers for this area.  In the fall of 2010 the County Public Works 
Engineering Department began working with contractors to construct a berm to reduce the 
potential erosion impact to the existing homes and to the remnants of the old A1A roadway to 
the south.  An expected component of the project is to remove the debris to the placement of 
sand. The project is set to be completed by early April of 2011. 
 
Program Improvements: No improvements are scheduled at this time.  The County will 
continue to coordinate with the Public Works Engineering Department and state agencies on 
coastal projects and protected species management in this area.  
 
 


